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that the Chatelaine awaited them below in the hope that
they would be pleased to take of such refreshment as the
place could offer. Thereupon a gratifying smile pervaded
the countenances of nearly a score of hungry-looking warriors,
and with much clattering and satisfaction they hurried down
the winding staircase of the old tower and made for the
dining-room. And it is on record that that scratch lunch
was most entirely appreciated, and that its fame as a " Pre-
lates, Speise" was long talked of among the regiments of
the Swiss army, to the credit of their British hosts, male
and female, who assisted on that occasion. And I also
learnt the custom of the Swiss army as differing from ours,
and which had given us the pleasure of seeing and enter-
taining so goodly a company of smart officers, instead of
the colonel and adjutant, and perhaps one other, as in the
case of an invitation to a British corps. In Switzerland,
when such an invitation is accepted by a regiment, it is
obligatory on every officer who can possibly do so to attend.
Any failure is regarded as a slight on the host In my
case it was known that I held the rank of Colonel, and had
the honour of being an Aide-de-Camp to Her Majesty the
Queen. It was then considered imperatively necessary for
every single officer, save the one left in charge of the camp,
to attend. And the entertainment, which at first gave some
anxiety to the Chatelaine, ended in being in every respect
most successful, and secured to us in the hereafter several
pleasant friends in various parts of Switzerland.

The ruse of the tour of the party through the Castle under-'
Willy Drummond's guidance, whilst food was being prepared
below, came to me from the story of what happened at
Raynham many years before, and which was related to me
by the Dowager Marchioness of the day during one of oar
visits to that dear old place. Lady Townshend was at
Raynham with Lady Audrey one winter, when H.R.H; tie
Prince of Wales, who had been hunting in the neighbour-
hood, rode up to.the Hall with several in his company
;about luncheon-time. There was not much In the house.